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Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action having a mailing date of September 17, 2003, 
' ■ regarding the above-identified U.S. patent application. 

' n . ' In this communication, the Examiner has found that there are four patentably distinct species. 
r The Examiner requires that one of the four species be elected for prosecution on the merits to which 
the claims are restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. 

Applicants traverse the Examiner's finding that the species relating to a method and apparatus 
for controlling stitching of a first stitch using tension data (species 1) and a|method for stitching 
including activating an discontinuing activation of a thread feeder) 1 (species 3) be subject to a 
restriction if no claim is generic. Species 1 is directed to controlling stitching of one or more 
stitches, ^s part of controlling stitching, a thread feeder must be employed and is involved with 
automatically adjusting the thread feed based on desired tension dataJjAccordingly, species 3 found 
by the Examiner should not be considered a separate species because it is so highly involved with 
the first species in connection with the use of a thread feeder to control stitching. Insofar as an 
election must be made electing at least one of these two species for examination, Applicants submit 
that the species election requirement is erroneous and should be withdrawn. 




Notwithstanding this traversal, Applicants hereby elect the following species: method and 
apparatus for controlling stitching of a first stitch using tension data. The claims readable thereon 
are: 1-20 (inclusive) and 35-53 (inclusive). 

In light of this species election, examination on the merits is respectfully requested and 
allowance of the elected claims is solicited. 
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